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Ax OvercrowDED CourRsE. 


It has more than once been remarked that the 
numbers of men rejected at the first professional ex- 
amination is greatly in excess of that at later exami- 
nations. An explanation has been offered which 
suggests that the course of study for Class A is over. 
crowded. It is also acknowledged that rejections in 
the first session are naturally to be expected, as 
men are new to the work, and some never intend to 
study. 

Another reason for the excessive number of failures 
to satisfy examiners has not been sufficiently con- 
sidered. It is a matter of overcrowding—but not by 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. We refer 
to the fact that a proportion of veterinary students 
join their college before they have obtained the 
necessary certificate for general education. These 
men have, in addition to Anatomy, Biology and 
Chemistry, to read for the educational examination 
which is to be passed previous to the first professional. 
One can easily imagine the impossible position of a 
youth who attempts to qualify himself in six 
months for the College of Preceptors and for the 
R.C.V.S. 

The only way to prevent this worst form of over- 
crowding is for the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons to obtain powers for the registration of stu- 
dents. Then veterinary, like medical students, would 
produce the certificate of their general education exam- 
ination at the time of their registration, and before 
they attempted to follow any technical course. The 


repetration of students is called for by other con- 
fe frations, but possibly no stronger argument exists 
or its adoption than the mental overcrowding we 
ry a to. Power to register students by the 
the © ‘S. would require a new charter, and we think 
‘ ouncil might well take the preliminary step of 
oe committee to consider the matter. There 
join _—— be Statistics of the number of men who 
ao _ A before passing the general education test, 
aes ne ten possible to connect these with the fail- 

al pny be sure of our position. Even if the 
ege of Veterinary Surgeons has not the 
ad han figures and dates to show whether students 
passed ee by entering College before they have 
matriculation, it could obtain all the 
school y Information by co-operating with the 
in a joint enquiry. 
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ASSISTANTS’ SALARIES. 


‘‘Tgnorance versus experience’? would perhaps 
make a better heading for the correspondence which 
from time to time is provoked by assistants who are 
disappointed at not being taken at their own high 
valuation. Most of us who have kept assistants (I 
use the word /ept with emphasis) have been glad to 
dispense with them, if we doa little less practice, but 
yielding vastly better profits. A man can earn any- 
thing up to six hundred a year off his own bat, if he 
is well served and waited upon, but directly he keeps 
an assistant all his expenditure goes up, but with no 
adequate increase ofrevenue. This is an aspect of 
the question the assistant as a rule absolutely refuses 
to look at, forgetting that it is a purely business 
arrangement, and that the employer seeks his services 
for the same reason that he would buy another horse 
or a bike. He wants help in return fora salary, such 
as the rule of supply and demand will fix fer him ; it 
is a fundamental law which applies equally to our 
business as to others. I can get a University graduate 
to come and sort my papers and keep my study tidy, 
for half the sum I can get a veterinary assistant. It 
is not a question of which is the better man but of 
the demand for such services as each has to offer. It 
should be remembered that veterinary work is a 
business, conducted with a view to earning money, 
and unless the assistant helps to earn money, first to 
pay his own stipend, and next to leave a margin of 
profit to his empioyer, he is nothing but an ‘‘ encum- 
brance,”’ as one of your correspondents puts it. I 
have had a good many assistants, and after the first 
few weeks have established cordial relations which 
have lasted for years after they have left me to do 
well for themselves (many writing or coming to see 
me in after years with kind words of appreciation for 
practical hints while with me). But why not cordial 
relations at once? For these reasons; at College 
they acquire altogether inflated views both of their 
own importance and of their profession, and they 
come to an older man with preconceived notions 
that because his diploma is faded with age the 
owner must necessarily be as much out of date him- 
self, and that the junior is conferring a favour in 
accepting a subordinate position to a man he re- 
gards as his professional, and perhaps, intellectual 
inferior. The older man who has been paying wages 
to grooms and servants for many years, has learned 
to make allowance for their failings, and will pull on 
a pair of boots already soiled, or drive a trap there 
has been no time to wash, but the young gentleman 
who has cume to reside with him is horrified at such 
a sacrifice of his personal dignity, and very soon com- 


plaints reach the employer of the exacting demands 
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for service the junior makes, or else sullen looks take 
the place of previous cheerful service, and the senior 
has to make still more personal sacrifices in order 
that the junior may be first served. ; 
“The servant is not above his master, nor the dis- 
ciple above his Lord,” the old man was taught in his 
youth, and he finds it difficult to unlearn, on behalf 
of a stranger who has come into his house and taken 
up more room than his share, if he is not too well 
bred to put on “side.” The young man may or 
may not be as good a veterinary surgeon as his 
employer, but he cannot have had the experience of 
men and things—so necessary to deal with all sorts 
and conditions of men who from time to time seek 
the aid of a practitioner. The business, practice, 
or connection, is the property of the senior, oft times 
his only asset, and he must needs guard it in the 
way experience has taught best in his own district. 
He must (however genuinely modest in himself) in- 
sist on playing the first violin, for his assistant is re- 
garded by clients as onlya substitute, and, one must 
regretfully add, often treated with but scant courtesy 
by them when acting alone on behalf of the em- 
ployer, who, if himself a gentleman, will take care 
always to show special deference to the remarks of 
his junior in the presence of clients, however much 
he may differ from them in privacy and alone. 

These are some of the reasons why employers do 
not appraise assistants so highly as some do them- 
selves, and why they ask for unqualified men who 
are more willing to submit to necessary discipline 
and obey reasonable commands, withous showing 
either by their speech or manner that they think 
their seniors to be old duffers unworthy of their posi- 
tion. The unqualified man does not expect so high 
a salary, and is willing to give ‘‘a hands-turn” to 
other than strictly professional work, which em- 
ployers without assistants habitually do, and deem it 
no indignity. In an establishment consisting of a 


groom and a maid servant or two, I should like to. 


ask, Who is to put the surgery straight? Is the 
groom or the maid servant the right person, or should 
everything that is erroneously called menial, fall to 
the lot of the principal ? 

I did not intend to occupy so much space, and in 
pointing to defects of assistants—the defects merely 
of inexperience—I do so in the hope that some may 
consider the employers’ side of the question. My 
hope is based, too, upon most excellent ground, for 
when I have shown my learned juniors that I can 
operate with as steady a hand as themselves, and 
allow them to read the paper while I dust the sur- 
gery, I invariably find that their native good sense 
comes to the rescue, and they realise that such 
things as clearing up must be done by some one, 
and that to take a turn atitis only fair play, and 
not derogatory to their dignity. 
_ discover a — pea in them, and so, in the 
end, we aiways part with regret, save for 
that they go to better 


Opapian, 


I find too that my 


OVARIOTOMY IN MARES. 


I operated on two mares last July twelvemonth. 
These were done in the standing position in a travise, 


They were both tremendous kickers, and under the cir- 


cumstances I do not wonder that they proved failures, 
One died 10 days after the operation, the other was so 
infuriated while the operation was being performed 
that she strained and everted about six inches of the 
rectum which I was unable to permanertly replace, 
therefore I had her killed three weeks after the 
operation. 

Since these two I have performed ovariotomy on 
five others, but all these were cast and chloroformed 
and here the case was altered, as they all made goo? 
recoveries. Three out of the five were materially 
benefitted by the operation, the other two only 
slightly. I shall in future always throw for this 
operation, as may be imagined from the foregoing. 

Cuartes Peirce, M.R.C.V.S. 

1 Amberley Wharves, Paddington. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


MortiricaTion OF THE Tip oF THE TatL IN THE 
Domesticatep Antmats.—By Dr. Exxineer, Derm- 
bach. 

(Continued from p. 231). 


Pathological Anatomy.—The affection commences 
with stoppage of circulation in the skin and extends 
to the subcutaneous connective tissue, the fascia of 
the tail, the muscles of the tail, and the interverte- 
bral cartilaginous discs, The stoppage of circulation 
leads toan anemia which continues long enough 
cut off the nourishment going to the hair papille, 
and to consequent falling out of the hair. 1n the 
further course of this disease the skin becomes dty 
and scaly, and leathery and slack, whilst in healthy 
animals it is always tight. The skin also feels cold 
and non-sensitive, the tip of the tail becomes tender. 
Necrosis of the skin arises, a condition which one 
may in passing describe as mummification of the 
skin. Lastly one sees gangrene underneath the skin 
causing the skin to split and decompose. This de- 
composition leads to the formation of stinking dis 
charges, and to the destruction of the structure 4? 
reduction to fluid of the firm tissues. The inter- 
vertebral discs atrophy. The muscular tissue 4 
comes greyish or blackish green, swollen up ¥! 
bulle so that the affected part of the tail is thickened. 
The gangrenous decay spreads either quickly % 
gradually; a line of demarcation may cut 
healthy tissue from the diseased. The possibility, 
this rather rare occurrence depends on the cessation 
of the increase of the dying and putrefying spots, - 
the power of reaction of the adjoining tissues. Them 


flammation present at the edges of the dead tissue pod 
lead to the loosening of the dead portion of tissue 
questration and casting off of part of the tail). £ the 
connection of this gangrene with the affection ° 
nerves in the neighbourhood, and even with ad 
plegia of the hind quarters needs further ex#™ 


tion. 
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Symptoms.—The illness may have been in existence 
a week without being noticed. General disturbance 
of health is only noticeable at the commencement 
of the illness and after frequent examination. As 
soon as the muscular tissue of the tail becomes 
affected the movement of the tail is limited. About 
this time one often notices swaying to and fro or re- 
tention of the standing position by the animal. I 
noticed this in 14 cases, and the animals affected 
were those that were badly nourished and neglected. 
The affected portion of tail discharges and is thicken- 
ed. Death ensues from cachexia. 

Differential Diagnosis.—The disease only simulates 
a few other illnesses. Chiefly noticeable in this con- 
nection is gangrene of the tip of the tail as a result 
of poisoning by secale coruntum (ergotismus 
gangreenosum.) 

This gangrene is brought about by destruction of 
circulation in consequence of a hyaline thrombosis of 
the peripheral branches of the arteries. On looking 
up the literature of the subject we find that Kowa- 
lewski noticed as a result of using rye fodder containing 
1-5th of ergot that 20 cattle became affected. There 
was necrosis of the skin, tendons, ligaments and 
bone at the coronet joint and in some cattle necrosis 
and casting off of tip of the tail. 

Salmon and Law in North American States have 
noticed the disease. Law encountered in 1884 an 
ergot epizootic among cattle after the use of hay com- 
posed partly of elymus virginicus and partly of ag- 
rostis vulgaris and containing one part of ergot in 
75 parts by weight. Together with other symptoms 
there was death of the skin and even the whole end 
of the foot up to the fetlock joint, also the tip of the 
tail, ears and teats. 

Wound infection in the region of the tail and sub- 
cutaneous and intermuscular phlegmony of the tail 
occur after inoculation, and necrosis may even arise 
from this operation. 

Prognosis. —So long as the muscular tissue has not 
become affected, the skin has not become shrunken, 
and no general illness arises prognosis is favourable. 

f locomotion becomes affected, weakness in the loins 
arises or paraplegia, then the animal dies. 
‘ Therapy.—In simple cases and where there i3 
ittle gangrene, scarification of the diseased part and 
—_oe in of common salt as an antiseptic and to 
ter the blood supply to the part is effective. Tur- 
= Is also useful on account of its strong dis- 
cine oe properties. A bandage is put on after 
ine either drug. Where the muscular tissue and 
th cartilaginous discs are diseased amputation of 
7 at part isindicated. If the nourishment of the 
nimal is at fault linseed cake and oil cake ought to 
they contain lime 4.9 and phosphoric 
sheen in 1000 also protein and fat—and their use is 
antageous. Internal medicine is of little use. 

aud History.— Hering describes the 
1817 aS occurring so largely in Wurttemberg in 
that gangrena caude epizootica) 
gation of there made special investi- 

in aauder had a large experience of the disease in 

- Moller attributes the disease to soiling of 


hard substances. A similar pathological process 
occurs inthe horse and dog as a result “of docking 
and crushing of the tail. Mortification of the tail in 
swine has also been described by Dr. Nérner. He 
describes the illness affecting 64 swine in Roumania. 

The disease was cured by washing with petroleum 
and dressing with vaseline.—ex Berliner Thierarzt. 


Woeh. 
G. M. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Theautumn meeting was held at the Queen’s Hotel,. 
Leeds, on Friday, October 26th. Mr. M. Robinson, of 
Barnsley (President), was in the ehair, and there was a 
large attendance, including Principal Williams, Edin- 
burgh ; Messrs A. Bennett, Anston, near Sheffield; G. E. 
Bowman, H. G. Bowes, W. F Greenhalgh, A. W. 
Mason, A. McCarmick (hon. sec.), and Frank Somers, 
Leeds ; J. S. Carter, Bradford ; J. Clarkson, Garforth ; 
S. Chambers, Kirkheaton ; R. Cockburn, Eastwood, 
Notts; F. W. Clough, Mosley ; F. Hallilay, Dewsbury ;. 
J. A. Hodgman, Barnsley ; G. B. Holden, G. T. Picker- 
ing, G. Scott, Scarboro’; J. McLean, Dewsbury ; H. 
Newsome, Thornbury ; H. Pollard, Wakekeld ; J. E. 
Scriven, Tadcaster (hon. treas.) ; R. Peach, Rotherham ; 
H. Snarry, York ; A. C. Thompson, Doncaster ; A. T 
Waller, Skipton; and G. Whitehead, Batley. The 
visitors present were Messrs. W. Walker, Scarboro’ ; 
G. E. Hamilton, Leeds ; and G. M. Walker, Bradford. 

It was announced by the Secretary that Professors 
Pritchard, Penberthy, M’Fadyean, and Owen Williams, 
Veterinary-Major Woods, York; Messrs. J. Abson, T. 
Fletcher, Sheffield ; and W. C. Schofield, Pontefract, 
were unable to be een 

Mr. A. Gentle, of Otley, wrote that he could not see 
his way to withdraw his resignation, and it was 
accepted. 

A letter was read by the Secretary from Mr. J. F. 
Simpson, of Maidenhead, sincerely thanking the mem- 
bers for the support accorded him at the election of 
Members to the Council of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons. 


County AUTHORITIES AND INSPECTING FEEs. 


The Secretary of the Border Counties Veterinary 
Medical Association, forwarded a copy of a resolution by 
his Association that “The fees paid by the county 
authorities to veterinary surgeons, when on inspecting 
duty under the Diseases of Animals Act, be on the same 
scale as paid by the Board of Agriculture for similar 
work.” It was felt, however, that there would be a great 
difficulty in inducing the county authorities to agree to 
a uniform system of payment, and on the motion of Mr. 
Scriven, and seconded by Mr. Bowman, it was resolved 
to allow the communication to lie on the table. 


'TREASURER’S BALANCE SHEET. 


Mr. Scriven presented the Treasurer’s annual state- 
ment (signed by the auditors, Mr. Mason and Mr. 
Greenhalgh) showing an income of £56 0s. 4d., including 
a balance brought forward of £19 5s. 4., and an expendi- 
ture of £23°03. 1d., leaving a balance in the bank of 
£33 0s. 3d..° Subscriptions in arrears amounted to 
£16 5s. 6d. One of the payments was for instruments, 


hdung and swishing the tail and striking 


and Mr. McKinna and Mr. Scriven, in reply to Mr. 
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Chambers, explained that they had successfully used 
them in drawing difficult molars. 

Satisfaction was expressed at the nature of the balance 
sheet which, on the motion of Mr. Chambers, seconded 
by Mr. Mason, was adopted. 


Proposep ALTERATION OF TIME OF MEETINGS. 


Notice had been given by Mr. Clarkson of his inten- 
tion to move that the hour of meeting should be altered 
from two to four o’clock, but he stated that he had been 
told by the Secretary that the resolution could only be 
moved at the annual meeting. It was, therefore, ont of 
order on the present occasion. 

An informal discussion was taken part in by Mr. 
Bowes, Mr. Mason, Mr. Pickering, and other members, 
the feeling being in favour of the proposed alteration. 
Mr. Clarkson renewed his notice, and, accordingly, the 
matter will be fully discussed at the next meeting, which 
is the annual gathering. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The next item on the agenda was the election of 
officers for 1901. For the Presidency, Mr. Mason pro- 
posed Mr. Frank Somers, who, he observed, had always 
the interest of the profession at heart, and who had 
rendered great service to the Yorkshire Society in the 
capacity of hon. secretary. He also acted as local secre- 
tary when the National Association visited Leeds last 
year. For these reasons it was only due to Mr. Somers 
that he should be asked to fill the office of President. 

r. McKINnNA, in seconding, said he worked with Mr. 
Somers in connection with the visit of the National 
Association, and he thought that some slight recognition 
should be made of his services on that occasion, not to 
speak of his valuable work on behalf of the Yorkshire 
Society. (Applause.) 

The resclution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Somers briefly responded. He said he particularly 
appreciated the unanimous way in which the honour had 
been conferred upon him, and he should do all he could 
to justify the selection and to promote the best interests 
or the Society. (Applause). 

Mr. McCarmick proposed, and Mr. Scriven seconded, 
that Mr. Hodgman be elected a vice-president, and the 
resolution was adopted. Mr. McKinna was also ap- 
= a vice-president, the resolution being submitted 

y Mr. Mason and seconded by Mr. Clarkson. 

The PrestpDENT then moved the reappointment of the 
Hon. Secretary, commenting upon the excellent manner 
in which Mr. McCarmick had discharged the duties of 
that office. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD seconded, and Mr. McCarmick, in 
acknowledging his unanimous re-election, said what he 
had hitherto done had been done with pleasure, and he 
should try to do his best in the future. 

On the proposition of Mr. Whitehead, seconded by 
Mr. Snarry, and supported by Mr. Mason, Mr. Scriven 
was again chosen hon. treasurer, the speakers dwelling 
upon the interest he took in the Society, and congratula- 
ted him upon the excellent balance-sheet which he had 
laid before them. 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Scriven, in reply, mentioned that there was a rule 
that any member owing four years’ subscription should 
be struck off the roll. There was, he was glad to say 

n the motion of the President, Mr. 

Greenhalgh were re-elected hon. — = 


ON SOME DISEASES OF THE SKIN, 


By Principal 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—I have i 
paper at the request of your President, = 
glad in one way that he has selected this very difficult 


subject, for it gives me the opportunity of drawing your 


attention to an error in judgment committed in Perth. 
shire a short time ago, when it was declared by officials 
of the Government that a certain skin disease which had 
broken out amongst several flocks of sheep was the 
dreaded foot-and-mouth disease, and restrictions upon 
the movements of animals were consequently enforced, 
entailing a great loss to stockowners at a time of the year 
when the sheep and cattle trade is most active—forat 
that time sheep and young cattle are sent south for sale 
in ne of the climatic conditions of the further 
north. 

With regard to the classification of skin diseases, | 
must confess that, even at the present time, this is most 
unsatisfactory and very confusing. Willan and some of 
his predecessors classified them according to what are 
called the primary lesions—such as papules, pustules, 
vesicles, bullze, scales, etc. Erasmus Wilson used a siwi- 
lar classification, which he termed a clinical classifica- 
tion, which comprised no less than twenty-two varieties; 
and Hebra classified them on a pathological basis- 
hyperzemia, anemia, hemorrhages, hypertrophy, atrophy 
etc., etc. I need not further enter into this, except t 
state that all classifications are still unsatisfactory. 
Many modern dermatologists are of opinion that the 
majority of skin diseases, that cannot be distinctly 
traced to a cause, are due to some mal-secretory condi: 
tion or disease of the kidneys, and that the diseased con- 
dition of the skin is due to the irritation of an excretory 
pa. which, under ordinary circumstances, would 

ave been excreted by the kidneys. In veterinary prac 
tice this condition is 2 very rare one, but one diseas, 
which was first described by me, can be distinctly traced 
to this cause. I refer to urinous eczema. 

To leave generalities and come to particulars, 1 will 
first of all refer to itchiness or Prwritis, which is merely’ 
symptom of some disease of the skin itself or of some 
ternal irritation. Forexample, we have pruritis of 
tail, which is often symptomatic of the Oxyures vermitt 
laris in the rectum; then itchiness is a symptom ? 
mange, sometimes of indigestion, and the most acute al 
distressing case I ever saw was in a Clydesdale, whie 
had been treated fur pneumonia with paraldehyde. In 
cases of itchincss the cause must be removed ; if mangé 
the acaris destroyed ; if rising from intestinal irritations 
these must be removed. In the case of “ paraldebyte 
pruritis,” I had the horse washed with a solution of wash: 
ing soda, which gave immediate relief. 

The next skin disease to which I wish to refer 
“ Urticaria, surfeit or nettle rash.” Like many other 
diseases, this is not so common now as it used to be, alt 
undoubtedly to the more careful feeding and manag 
ment of horses. The symptoms are manifested very 5" 
denly. There may or may not be a preceding — 
and the lesions characteristic of the disease are ele 
tions of the skin exactly resembling those proauct m 
the sting of a nettle (wrtica—a nettle). Now this dise - 
is due to reflex irritation, arising from some distur “ 
of the digestive tract and the formation of some wa 
tory product—some say excess of urea. In marare 
stances the symptoms disappear very quickly, but 
seen cases most obstinate in their nature. - ao to the 

Treatment.—Aperients, some soothing dressing russie 
skin, and in my experience an ounce of Scheele’s a skit 
acid in about two quarts of water applied tot ' 
gives rapid relief. In chronic cases the orig! . 
carefully considered. Arsenic is recommende 
after aperients. 1 must say that I have been. LY pot 
disappointed with arsenic, and have substituted ¥ "aad 
and colchicum, or, if there be debility, 170”, bitters, 
colchicum. follicles 

Acne—a point or bloom—affects the sebaceous, 
and appears as pimple, known as warbles, or sf) - 
skin, as well as to follicular mange 10 the dog, 
due to the"presence of a parasite called the 
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_ olive oil. and liq. potassee. This method of dressing to 
_ might be effected. In many cases, however, apparently 


_ cured, the disease is apt to return, but where the para: 
| sites come from it is difficult to determine. 


first, if much lameness be resent, and afterwards the 


inflammatory stages, purgatives and diuretics. In 


disease in We were enabled to prevent the spread of the 
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jolliculorum,” and known in the human patient as 
“blackhead,” seen about the face, and now termed a 
comedo—* to eat up.” This comedo is difficult to kill. 
In fact it was stated at one time that the disease was in- 
curable. It is easily known by the foulness of the 
odour emitted by the skin. The comedo, seemingly in- 
nocuous in man, has been transferred by Gruby from man 
to the dog, in whose skin it lived and pene, and in 
two years had invaded all the hair follicles, and the hair 
had disappeared. The reason why it is so difficult to kill 
is that the heads of the parasites are directed inwards 
towards the base of the follicles. They vary in size from 
1-55 to 1-555 of an inch in breadth. The best treatment 
is first of all to saturate the skin with lard or some other 
greasy substance, applying smart friction, and in long- 
haired dogs the hair should be clipped ; allow the dress- 
ing tu remain for an hour or two, and then wash off with 
a solution of soda in warm water, then apply creosote, 


be renewed say every two or three days, when a cure 


Herpes.—Amongst this group what are known as mal- 
lenders and sallenders might included. These erup- 
tions are seen about the flexures of the joints, and are 
much more common in the cart horse than in the better 
bred one; they are difficult to cure on account of the 
constant movements of the parts. They are often caused 
by a want of care in the application of blisters, or in care- 
less tiring. In all cases of counter irritation being ap- 
plied to the limbs the bends of flexures should be protec- 
ted from their action by being covered with vaseline or 
some other protective substance. 

Your Secretary particularly requested me to introduce 
the subject of Grease as being a practical one and of fre- 
quent occurrence. There are three forms of it, namely, 
simple dermatitis, characterised by reddening and in- 
flammation, with more or less lameness ; Suppuration and 
frequently the formation of fissures or cracks, particu- 
latly in the hollow of the heels. The causes are external, 
— as prolonged wetness of the legs in sloppy weather, 

tost-bites, etc. The treatment is that for an ordinary 
ermatitis, 
, The second form may be truly called grease. Sebor- 
or seborrheic dermatitis, characterised by inflam- 
_ of the skin, with a discharge indicative of exces- 
of the sebaceous glands, which, if neglected, 
tot : egenerate to the grapy form of grease, a condi- 
“ otten difficult to overcome. The pure sebaceous 

m is best treated with antiseptic dressings, Poultices 


aeeation of carbolised chalk, boracic acid, iodoform, or 
y other favourite dry dressing. In all cases, during 


the grapy form 
» removal of the growths by the actual 
ee the growths are very apt to return, and 
constitutional diathesis which, I believe, is 

Of the v ious fi 

various forms of Mange I will simply state that 
t fange I will simply state tha 
“ee one been prevalent in Edinburgh for some time. 
the sarcoptic and psoroptic mites 
always with A - The symbiotic, affecting the legs, is 
ul, simple treatment to be very success- 
tess the body all over with any oil—train oil forty 
night an ur one part. Wash off at the end of a fort- 
? Hor ys again. Very few cases required a third 
charged in three weeks they were fit to be dis- 
tom of itchie, watching carefully for the slightest symp- 
hess, Isolating the horse, dressing him, and 
Jeyes’ fuia ashing the harness with water, soap, and 


very large stud. 


Ringworm.—I think we may state that honeycomb 
ringworm or favus (favus, a honeycomb) is scarcely if 
ever seen in this country ; although experiments have 
shown that the plant Achorion Schénleinii can by inocu- 
lation produce the disease from man to animals and from 
animals to man. It can also be grown upon plants ; but 
the other form, the Z%nea tonsuruns is very common. 
The parasite termed the Tricuphyton (7'ricophytosis, a 
hair and a plant), like that of favus, has its seat in the 
hair follicles. As a rule a good dressing with iodine will 
effect a cure, but I have seen very obstinate cases. 

I need not but refer to the disease which I have 
termed U)inous Eczema. It is rare, and, as stated in my 
work on surgery, due to disease of the kidneys, the skin 
evidently performing a vicarious function. I never knew 
a case recover. 

And now, gentlemen, I must refer to a reported out- 
break of foot-and-mouth disease in Perthshire within the 
last few weeks, and which caused considerable loss to the 
farmers there, and very great excitement all through the 
country. We had heard of outbreaks in England and 
Wales. Of these I can say nothing, but I was person- 
ally engaged in the Scotch outbreak. The Board of 
Agriculture having put on the restrictions, I am glad to 
state that my opinion caused the Board to remove the 
restrictions. 

On arrival at Perth I had to proceed some miles to 
examine three flocks of sheep which were said to have 
foot-and-mouth disease. 

On examination I found the disease to affect the 
coronets in patches, the legs even as high as the elbows 
and above the hocks, around the lips, and as high up as 
the eyes and base of the ears ; but in no case was there 
any sign of a lesion in the mouth. It was confined to 
the lambs, although there were many older sheep graz- 
ing in the pastures and many cattle were in close 
proximity, but none of these were affected, although 
the _— had been there for, I believe, four or five 
weeks. 

I recognised the disease as a pustular eruption, 
termed Jmpetigo labialis et coronalis, or what Professor 
Dick called “ Crown scab,” and due to the wetness and 
one ae of the grass upon which the animals were pas- 
tured. 

The disease commences as a small reddish spot, which 
may become vesicular and speedily pustular. These 
pustules dry up into a crust, loosely attached to the skin, 
and if removed the skin beneath is reddish, moist, and 
some pus exuding. Around thecoronets and along the 
legs the same appearance is seen, and in some cases 
there was more or less diffused suppuration, detaching 
the horn from the sensitive structures of the foot, and 
causing great lameness. 

I am glad tosay that my opinion was proved to be 
correct. I certainly felt the gravity of my position, 
and did not give my opinion without very careful con- 
sideration. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. Mason initiated a short discussion by remarking 
that he agreed that grease is hereditary. Personally he 
thanked Principal Williams for what was one of the most 
interesting and concise papers which had ever been 
delivered to the Society. 

Mr. SNARRY mentioned that he had had a case of 
urinous eczema, about which he wrote to Principal 
Williams. 

Mr. CLARKSON testified to the instructive character 
of the paper, and noticed one or two points in it which 
appealed to him. He recalled that some time ago he 
sent a note to the author of the paper with regard to the 
excretion of medicines, and said he could bear out Princi- 
pal Williams that turpentine was often not absorbed for 
several days. His own opinion was that if they gave 


| 
| | 
| 
| a 
| 
of wast 
» refer 8 
Any othe 
‘0 be, due 
| manage 
very 
pruritis; 
are 
rduced by 
is 
sturbance 
me excte 4 
many w 
I have 
ing the 
2's prussi¢ 
the sk" 
must 
a greatl 
d iod. 
abs in 
which 
| 


246 THE VETERINARY RECORD November 10, 1g00 


turpentine or other medicine with oil they did not get 
the full effect of the medizine. With reference to pru- 
ritis Mr. Clarkson called attention to two cases which 
he had had. The first case was that of a little pug bitch 
which he never cured of pruritis. He tried everything, 
externally and internally, but it had not the slight effect 
on the skin. ‘The second case was that of a grey mare, 
which was attacked with pruritis every April. The first 
time he was consulted he tried the usual external appli- 
cation—alkaline dressings, prussic acid, and mercury 
dressings—as well as gave medicines, but with no 
success for a considerable period. Then he gave a dose 
of physic. The next year, in the light of previous know- 
ledge, he gave the mare a dose of physic, and had no 
external application, and the cure was complete in about 
three days. 

As to grease he thought there was little doubt about 
its hereditary nature. 7 his district a couple of horses 
had been travelling and they had left many cases of 
grease behind them. Some cases aggravated by the mare 
not being sound, but other cases where the mares were 
sound the progeny were greasy. 

The PrestpENT remarked that they had listened to a 
very interesting paper. Sometime ago members of the 
Society said they would like a paper on skin diseases, 
and he did not think they could have a better man to 
deal with the subject than Principal Williams. He 
moved a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Williams, 

Mr. McKinna seconded, saying that they had been 
deeply interested in the paper. He likewise congratula- 
ted Mr. Williams upon his juvenility ; the Principal was 
evidently as able and willing to go among the associa- 
tions as ever he was. 

The resolution was carried with applause. 

Principal WILLIAMS, ia response, spoke of the pleasure 
it = him to visit Yorkshire, and especially to meet his 

= - father of the Society—Mr. J.S. Carter, of Brad- 
or 


The proceedings terminated with a most hearty vote 
of thanks to the President for his services during the 
year, the resolution-being proposed by Mr. Chambers, 
and seconded by Mr. Scriven. 

Those attending the meeting were afterwards enter- 
tained to tea at the Queen’s Hotel by the Leeds members 
of the Society. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A quarterly meeting was held at the County Hotel, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on Friday, August 24th, 1900. 
The chair was occupied by the President, J. W. T. 
Moore, Esq., and the following members were present : 
Messrs. G. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; D. MacGregor, 
Bedlington ; J. Aitken, Chester-le-Street ; Wm. Hunter 
and J. Davidson, Newecastle-upon-Tyne: and the 

etters of apology were received from Messrs i 
gram from Mr. Mitchell, of Sunder! i i 

resolution from the Border Counties’ Veteri 
Medical Society was read by the Secretary. hoe 
follows :—“ That the fees paid by the County Authorities 
to veterinary surgeons when on inspecting duty under the 
Diseases of Animals Act, be on the same scale as paid b 

was proposed by Mr. Dudgeon that thi iati 
also agree to the resolution, and Mr. Gio cnien 
it was put to the meeting and carried unanimously, 


in the hands of private individuals, conse 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By W. J. T. Moors, M.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—This is, I believe, the first occasion since 
the formation of the Association that the presidential 
address has been delivered at the third quarterly meet- 
ing. As you know my absence in the South prevented 
me attending. the last two meetings. 

An address from the President of an association is 
usually for the purpose of introducing himself as Presi 
dent, as well as a review of current topics and matters of 
general interest to the members, and is given at the first 
meeting of the year. 

It seems to me that, when delayed as in the present 
instance, the interest usually manifested is very con- 
siderably lessened, and I shall therefore be brief in the 
few remarks I am about to place before you. 

I wish to offer you my very hearty thanks for the 
honour you have conferred upon me, and for the conf- 
dence you have again evinced in electing me to the Presi- 
dential chair for the second time. 

It is regrettable that, owing to various causes, some 
of our quarterly meetings were not held, but I venture 
to express the hope that having obtained the services of 
a young and energetic new member as secretary, the 
Association will take the prominent place it enjoyed for 
many years, and once more become a power in the pro- 
fession. This cannot be done unless the members make 
up their minds to let bygones be bygones, and to meet 
each other oftener by attending the meetings more regi- 
larly, which are for social as well as scientific intercourse, 
and friendship, and if we only remember the rule to do 
unto others as we should wish they should do unto us, 
we shall have adopted the only means of removing exist: 
ing and preventing future little jealousies which, alas, 
often arise, due in a great measure to the keen compet 
tion which exists in our midst. Let us all strive ear 
nestly to bring the Association back into the very pros 
perous condition it was in ten years ago, when I first had 
the honour of addressing you from the chair. 

The most important question of the day_ 1s, Ww 
doubtedly, that of meat inspection. We claim, and 
naturally so, that by training we are best fitted for the 
post of meat inspector. Gradually important cities and 
towns are recognising this by appointing veterinarians 
But our position in this respect is being, I think, jeopar 
dised by the Sanitary Institute granting certificates 
their members who have passed a certain examinatiod. 
The inspection of meat has hitherto, with few exceptions 
been in the hands of men totally untitted for the po 
and for the Sanitary Institute to be «allowed to grant 
these certificates simply means the perpetuation 0 a 
standing disgrace to our country. 

Professor Williams says, and Lagree with him, Mes 
Inspectorships are the appanage of the veterinary sur 
geon, whose whole training has prepared him for the, 
details required by the'authorities can easily be 8" 
on his present curriculum of study, and, if necessary, 
specially tested. Sanitary inspectorships ought not © 
forced upun the veterinary meat inspector, but he ~ 
be left free to accept them in addition to his other a 
if he likes. Ina word, the veterinary meat ISP: 
may become an amateur sanitary inspector, @ 5” 
inspector must not be allowed to blossom out into #4 
meat inspector.” + of the 

It_is satisfactory to know that the Council | 
R.C.V.S. took the matter up and appointed 
to enquire into and report to them on the matter, © |) 
far as I am aware, no good has resulted, t° 7, 
Government Board having refused to recelve 
tation. be left 

The eradication of tuberculosis is evidently Mi th 
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| disease will ever be present with us. 


Iam one of those 
who think that the testing of cattle with tuberculin 
should be solely confined to responsible veterinary sur- 
geons, and that all cattle re-acting should be branded 
and isolated. If the testing can be done by any individ- 
ual and no means are adopted for the recognition of re- 
acting animals, then tuberculin will be a curse instead of 
a blessing. It is now well known that frequent injec- 
tions at short intervals causes a tuberculous animal to 
cease re-acting. 1 wonder how many tuberculous 
animals are being sold just now as healthy, having ceased 
to react through repeated injections? Can anyone ever 
expect to see the last of tuberculosis when there is sucha 
ready and handy method of palming off a diseased 
animal as a healthy one ? 

The danger to a veterinary surgeon’s reputation is very 
great. For instancea client buys a cow, has it tested, 
and receives a certificate that it is free from tuberculosis, 
or to the effect that it has not reacted to the test. Then 
ina few weeks it dies from some cause, and post-mortem 
reveals tuberculosis. The client will, no doubt, come 
to the conclusion that his veterinary surgeon either 
knows nothing about testing or has done it improperly. 

The alternative is for the disease to be scheduled under 


| the Act, or that the State should control the testing, 


having respectable veterinary surgeons allotted to dis- 
tricts. Then, and then only, with indelible branding and 
isolation, can there be any proper security or control. I 
maintain, and have done for many years, that if the 
Government do nothing else than rid the land of the 
known “ wasters,” they will have done agrand work, and 
the necessity of action in this direction is daily becoming 
more obvious. It used to be the excuse for inaction 
that tuberculosis was so difficult to detect, now that 
a has been swept aside, it is the question of 
xpense, 
he educational question seems to require more intelli- 
gent attention from the Council than it is receiving. 
Professor Dewar says, and I think he has proved his 
case, that the standard has been raised in Scotland but 
not in England, and that in consequence students enter- 
ing the Scotch schools are handicapped. The Council 
seem to have (Professor Dewar says) got out of the 
difficulty by taking refuge in the Finance Committee’s 
ett which Showed a loss of £200 a year, and the 
ouncil were informed that by accepting the motion the 
oss In all probability would be £500. It does not ap- 
pear that any such result would happen, and I think it 
suite time the Council redressed the grievance. 
ocal authorities have now a very great responsibiilty 
mrt upon them with reference to the milk supply. 
hes _ power under the Order of the Local Govern- 
= oard to have every milk-giving cow in their dis- 
the ay Tg by a veterinary surgeon, and to prohibit 
human consumption of milk from a cow 
Ps en rele of the udder. This Order, being permissive, 
~ t compulsory will, Iam sadly afraid, to a very 
Phe, Serious extent, be a dead letter. 
country is getting a sharp, bitter, and costly 
a th + South African War, owing to the way in 
Army y 4 Yar Office has for ‘many years treated the 
War Office ity Officers. It is to he hoped that the 
Sl will take the lesson to heart, place the Army 
branches of Department on the same footing as other 
instead -y the Service, and thus attract good men, 
stantly un de how, keeping them away, and being con- 
under con THe neg The authorities have the matter 
aie — eration at the present time, but we want 
action, and not words only. They 
“h Anon too long already for consideration. I have 
of hostilities o9e of the news since the commencement 
ment at find; and I must confess to great disappoint- 
_._iding so little said about the work of the 
Surgeon at the front. Every other branch has 


been amply noticed, but cur profession scarcely at all, 
and this must be attributed to the neglect it has experi- 
enced at the hands of the authorities. 

I will not detain you any longer as I think I have 
exhausted the topics of passing interest and thank you 
for the kind attention you have given to my remarks. 


Mr. Hunter whilst thanking the President for his 
address begged to ask the Secretary why it was that 
this Association was dwindling, and proposed that he 
write those gentlemen who had resigned asking them 
to reconsider their decision and once more join 
with us. 

The SeckETARY replied that it was no fault of his if 
the meetings were not attended, as he sent out circulars 
naming the time, date, and place of each meeting, but in 
nearly every case got no reply nor yet subscription. 
Messrs. MacGregor and Dudgeon also spoke on the 
subject. 

It was decided on the motion of Mr. Hunter, seconded 
by Mr. Aitken, that the President and Secretary draw up 
a circular to be sent to every veterinary surgeon in 
Durham and Northumberiand asking for their aid by 
becoming members and attending the mantenes. 

Mr. DuDGEON moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Moore 
for his interesting address, which was seconded b 
Mr. Macgregor, put to the meeting, and carried unani- 


mously. 
H.S. Hon. See. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES 


THE MANCHESTER MILK CLAUSES. 
(Continued from p. 2387.) 


OUTLINE OF WorK DONE BY THE VETERINARY SUR- 
GEON TO THE SANITARY COMMITTEE BETWEEN THE 
Dates NOVEMBER 22ND, 1899, AND APRIL 30TH, 
1900. 


In penton this report to the Medical Officer of 
Health, I beg to state that I took up the duties of my 
post on the 20th of November last. 

From that date to January 11th my time was occupied 
in making a systematic inspection of some of the Man- 
chester cowsheds, noting the defects causing non-com- 
— with the Manchester Regulations under the 

airies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Orders, and preparing 
specifications showing one way in which the farm build- 
ings in default can be so altered as to comply with the 
regulations. At the same time, the cows in these cow- 
sheds were also examined. 

The Manchester Milk Clauses came into force on Jan- 
uary 11th, and from then tothe end of April a considera- 
ble portion of my time was taken up in carrying out 
these clauses. Any time at my disposal other than in 
connection with the clauses was devoted to continuing 
the inspection of the cowsheds and milking cows within 
the city. 

Manchester Regulations. 

The regulations under the Dairies, Cowsheds, and 
Milkshops Orders were made for the following pur- 

ses :— 

(a) For the inspection of cattle in dairies. 

(b) For prescribing and regulating the lighting and 
ventilating, cleansing, drainage, and water supply 
of dairies and cowsheds in the occupation of per- 
sons following the trade of cowkeepers and dairy- 
men. . 

(c) For securing the cleanliness of milk stores, milk 
shops, and of milk vessels used for containing milk 
for sale by such persons. 
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(d) For prescribing precautions to be taken by pur- 
veyors of milk and persons selling milk by retail 
against infection or contamination. 

These regulations have been in force since the 5th day 

of October, 1896. 

In carrying out the inspection under these regulations 

I have made 98 visits to 41 farms, all the latter of course 
being in the city. The number of cowsheds inspected 
has been 77, and the number of cows examined 603. 


Manchester Cowsheds. 


The Royal Commission on Tuberculosis, in their re- 

rt issued in 1898, suggested the following conditions as 

ing necessary to warrant the registering of a 
cowshed :— 

1. An impervious floor. 

2. A sufficient water supply for flushing purposes. 

3. Proper drainage. 

4. A depot for the manure at a sufficient distance from 

the byres. 

5. A minimum cubic contents of from 600 to 800 feet 

for each adult beast. 

6. ” minimum floor space of 50 feet to each adult 

east. 

7. Sufficient light and ventilation. 

Taking a line for the inspection of cowsheds from these 
suggestions, which are practically all embodied in the 
Manchester regulations, I have to. report that in no in- 
stance were the regulations complied with in their 

The lighting, ventilation, cubic contents, and superfi- 
cial space allotted to each cow are in the majority of 
cases very deficient. Only in a very few cases is an im- 
pervious floor present, an effectual system of drainage in 
existence, or an adequate supply of wholesome water 
provided in the cowshed. 

In regard toa large number of the cowsheds, however, 
Tam pleased to state that there was a distinct attempt 
at cleanliness, although in a few instances greater atten- 
tion to cleanliness is required, and to ensure this a fre- 
quent inspection is necessary. It is hardly necessary 
to add that in those cowsheds where the floors and drain- 
age are bad, and the light and cubic contents are defi- 
cient, dirty conditions most prevail. At the majority of 
the farms a properly constructed middenstead is re- 
quired, ay it is impossible for the occupier to keep his 
yard clean when the manure is lying in perhaps two or 
three heaps in as many parts of the yard, with the liquid 
— the manure running over the yard in different direc- 

ions. 

At three farms I found improvements had been made 
on them in accordance with previous specifications, and 
at two farms new cowsheds are in process of building. 

Following out the procedure previously adopted in re- 
gard to defective cowsheds, marked copies of the regula- 
tions have been sent to most of the occupiers whose pre- 
mises are in default, pointing out the non-compliance 


- with the regulations, and, in 18 cases, specifications have | f 


‘been sent to them showing one way by which the neces- 
sary alterations can be made to enable them to comply 
with the regulations. 

Accompanying each specification are sketch plans 
showing (a) the arrangements of the cowsheds in default 
( the suggested in the specification. These 

ans are made by Inspector Hyslo i 
Depactment pe yslop, of the Sanitary 

pecifications are now being drawn up, and it i - 
posed to continue this work until the hoe of the ae 
cowsheds have been overtaken. 


Manchester Cows. 


The number of Manchester cows exami i 
m 
already stated, 603. These cows are mostly wy a ‘oan 
bred type, the dairy shorthorn being most common 
They come from almost all parts of the British isles. 


many coming from the North of England, the Midlands. 


and Wales, some from Ireland, and a few from Scotland, 

I found a large number of them to be well fed and 
groomed, although, in some few instances, much greater 
attention is required in regard to feeding, cleaning, and 
other matters. 

The most prevalent custom among the Manchester 
cowkeepers is to buy in recently calved cows at the ages 
of five or six years, practically when they are at their 
best. Many buy their cows from local cattle dealers or 
at the Salford Cattle Market, others go to the country 
fairs and buy direct from the farmers and _ breeders 
After milking for some six or eight months these cows 
are fattened for slaughter, sometimes being disposed of 
at home to butchers or dealers, and others being taken to 
market. Recently, owing to the scarcity and consequent 
high prices of beef, the butchers have been going 
round the cowsheds and buying up all the well-fed cows 
they can get. 

It is only in rare instances that the cowkeeper breeds 
from his milking cows, as owing to having to buy a large 
proportion, often the whole, of the food the cows con- 
sume, it does not pay to keep cows that are not in full 
milk. As will be seen later, only a small proportion of 
the cows in the city have some affection of the udder, 
and no doubt the above fact accounts for this immunity. 
There is every probability that a considerable numberof 
the cows are more or less tuberculous, but owing to their 
being kept in the cowsheds for only a few months it 
seems as if the disease does not have time to becomes 
far advanced as to affect the udder. Again, owing to 
the cowkeeper as a rule buying only cows with, as far as 
he can judge, normal udders, very few have udders with 
minor affections, their principal defect being atrophied 
quarters. 

The food supplied to the cows is, as a rule, good and 
wholesome, and in most cases is sufficient. It consists 
usually of a combination of some of the following feeding 
stuffs:—Hay, Indian meal, feeding cakes and meals 
crushed oats, bean or pea meal, linseed or cotton cake, 
malt culms, brewers’ grains, and roots. 

Only in one or two cases did I see inferior hay being 
used, but in many instances bad-smelling and_ sl! 
brewers’ grains were being fed to the cows. This I con- 
sider very objectionable, being probably bad for the 
health of the cows, and it may possibly affect their milk. 
If only a sufficient quantity of fresh brewers’ grains to 
Jast for not more than two days were obtained at on? 
time the use of sour grains would be obviated. In 00 
case is it advisable to store grains in the cowsie® 
Where roots are used, cleaning of them, should be cart 
fully attended to. 

At those cowsheds where the town’s water is laid ‘ 
the cows have a wholesome and adequate supply, but for 
some of the more outlying farms better facilities 
watering the cows are necessary. Where the ¢ “ 
drink at ponds in the- fields, the ponds should ee 
enced round as to prevent the cows walking into t : 
and fouling the water by stirring up the mud a por 
bottom, or by contaminating the water with thelr - 
excreta. There is als danger of pollution of the waity 
from the drainage of sewage into ditches in the — 
of ponds or brooks, as after wet weather there 15 00 ah 
that a considerable quantity of water runs from shit 
ditches into the brooks and ponds near, carry!? VF ing 
any infective matter which may be previous'y 
there. Ponds are also often muddied by duc rept, t 
where this is the case, ducks either should not be nnn 
should be so fenced in as to stop them from freq" 
the drinking pond. 

The bedding of the cows in most cases 
though in some cases straw is used. [n th 
cleanliness the latter is desirable, as W 


is used a good deal of it sticks to the cows after (.) 
rise, and 4s then liable to fall into the milking pall. 07 
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@ ina very few cases was cotton waste or shoddy being 


used, and horse manure not at all. 


Manchester Milk Clauses. 
The Manchester Milk Clauses are embodied in the 
Manchester General Powers Act, 1899, and were given in 


the Annual Report for 1898. _ 
The clauses came into operation on January 11th last, 


but previous to that they had been advertised in five 


newspapers circulating in the districts from which milk 
is supplied to Manchester, and, in addition, a copy of the 


clauses was sent by post to the address of every farmer 


supplying milk to Manchester whose name could be 
ascertained. 

The method according to which the clauses are worked 
‘is as follows : 

Sterilised botties are first obtained from Professor 
Each bottle is provided 
with a rubber cork, a ladle, and a metal case, each of 
which issterilised. Provided with a number of these, 
oneof the Food and Drugs Inspectors goes to one or 
other of the Manchester railway stations and takes 
samples of milk from the farmers’ cans as they arrive at 
the station. Each sample of milk, after being duly 
labelled and numbered (a copy of label and number is 
kept at the Public Health Office), is submitted to Pro- 
fessor Delépine for bacteriological examination. 

At the commencement, samples were taken at the rate 
of 20 a week, but latterly only 10 a week have been 
taken. Again, owing to holidays, examinations, etc., 
‘the stoppage of samples is occasionally nec2ssary, but 
any shortage on that account is probably made up 
by special samples which have been taken from indivi- 
dual cows having suspicious or diseased udders. 

Professor Delépine’s examinations usually take about 
four weeks before the result of such examination is 
received at the Public Health Office. 

In regard to the samples which Professor Delépine 
certifies as being incapable of causing tuberculosis, the 
only thing remaining to be done is to ascertain from the 
farmer the number of cows from which the sample of 
milk was taken, and which were milking on the farm at 
that time. This information is required for statistical 
purposes, 

When a sample is certified as being capable of causing 
tuberculosis, an order is then obtained from a justice 
of the peace having jurisdiction in the district in which 
the farm is situate from which the sample of milk 
certified iafective has been sent. This order empowers 
the Medical Officer of Health or any person provided 
es and if required exhibiting, the authority in writing 
of the Medical Officer of Health, if accompanied by a 

roperly qualified veterinary surgeon, to at all reasonable 
8 enter the dairy and inspect the cows kept therein, 
he take samples of the milk from any cow which may 
re of suffering f rom tuberculosis of the udder. 
Health aes this authority, the Medical Officer of 
veterin or his deputy visits the farm accompanied by the 
on the fae, surgeon, who proceeds to examine the cows 
may be pe taking samples from all cows whose udders 
with, or suspected of, or exhibiting 
milked Nin reulosis, These special samples, which are 
mee Irectly into sterilised vottles by the veterinary 

acterich are also submitted to Professor Delépine for 
examination, and he reports thereon. 
oman amination of these special samples necessarily 
ca me unavoidable delay, but it isa great aid to 
we of the veterinary surgeon in doubtful 
urther ensures the impossibility of error. 

Tuberculous Milks. 

ult of inspecti Man- 
ch pecting the 603 cows in the Man 
: “ster cowsheds, only 12 were found to have some affec- 

ection of oe and in only one instance was that 

uberculous nature. In three other cases 


the udders were indurated, but in each‘instance the 
sample of milk taken from them was, after examination 
by Professor Delépine, certified as being incapable of 
causing tuberculosis. The remaining number of affected 
udders, viz., eight, were cases of atrophy. 

The result of inspecting the 555 cows in the cowsheds 
just outside Manchester, the milk from which is brought 
into Manchester direct by cart, was to discover 39 cows 
having some affection of the udder. Two cows had 
tuberculous udders, and eight had indurated udders. 
Samples of milk were taken from these ten cows and 
submitted to Professor Delépine for bacteriological 
examination, with the result that he certified the samples 
from the fist two to be capable of producing tuberculosis, 
and the last eight to be incapable of doing so. The re- 
maining twenty-nine cows had only minor affections of 
the udder. 

Seven hundred and twenty-nine cows at twenty-nine 
farms have been inspected without previcus samples 
being taken at the railway stations. Thirty-three cows 
were discovered as having some affection of the udder. 
Three of these had tuberculous udders, twelve were 
indurated (non-tuberculous), and one had mastitis. Six- 
teen samples were taken from these, and submitted to 
Professor Delépine for examination. Three were certified 
as capable of causing tuberculosis, and thirteen were 
certified as being incapable of doing so. The remaining 
seventeen cows had only minor affections, chiefly 
atrophy. 

Up to April 30th, 135 samples had been taken at the 
Manchester stations, and these represented the milk from 
108 farms, at which there were 2060 milking cows. 
Twelve of these samples were certitied by Professor 
Delépine as being capable of producing tuberculosis. 
The 12 farms from which this infective milk was sent to 
Manchester were visited, but at only five of these could 
cows with tuberculous udders be found, although at one 
of them two cows had tuberculous udders, thus making 
a total of six cows giving infective milk. At four out of 
the remaining seven farms the occupiers admitted having 
recently disposed of diseased cows. Further station 
samples taken from the milk supplied from these seven 
farms were taken and submitted to Professor Delépine, 
who certified six of them as being incapable of producin 
tuberculosis. This seems to indicate that the source o 
infection had in those six cases been removed. In regard 
to the seventh case a positive result was reported by 
Professor Delépine, and a cow with a diseased udder has 
since been discovered at the farm implicated. 

J. 8. Lioyp, M.R.C.V.S. 


LOSTWITHIEL CRUELTY CASE. 
UNSKILFULLY DockING A CoLtT. 


At Lostwithiel on Friday, November 2nd, James 
Treleaven, colt breaker, was summoned before the 
Mayor (Mr. Barclay-Allardice) and Mr. J. O. Jeffery, for 
cruelty to a horse. Mr. R. P. Edyvean, who prosecuted 
for the R.S.P.C.A., said the offence alleged was unskil- 
fully docking. 

William Rowse, farmer, Norton, near Bodmin, said he 
entrusted a bay mare colt to defendant for him to break 
to harness. The colt had an extra long spill in its tail 
and he told defendant he might take off a joint or two if 
he was able to doit. He saw the colt after it had been 
docked and it was then well. Afterwards he saw it on 
the ground in the stable, and when he found it was 
suffering from tetanus he had it slaughtered. — 

Police Inspector Kitto said he was surprised to find 
that defendant, when questioned by him, denied that the 
colt had ever been docked, or that he had ever received 
orders to dock it. . 

Inspector Watkins, R.S.P.C.A., said defendant told 
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him distinctly that the colt never was docked. He 
saw Mr. Rowse who told him he never gave defendant 
instructions to dock the colt. Mr. Rowse told him that 
when defendant took the colt away he did express the 
wish that the tail had been cut off. Also Mr. Rowse 
said he did not see the colt between when defendant 
took it and when it was dying from lockjaw in the stable. 
In view of these statements he was astonished to hear 
what Mr. Rowse now stated in Court. 

Police-sergeant Jones said defendant told him the colt 
had not been docked at all. 

A. Marshall, M.R.C.V.S., Plymouth, produced the tail 
of the colt, and said it had been cut off through the bone 
with a knife. To stop hemorrhage a ligature had been 

ut on, and this had gone through the skin into the 

ne. The operation had been performed unskillfully, 
and considerable pain must have been caused. If the 
antiseptic treatment had been adopted lockjaw would 
not have supervened in all probability. The proper 
way was to joint the tail and apply an antiseptic pad. 

y Mr. Mark Guy (for the defence) : It was usual for 
colt-breakers to dock horses. The tetanus germ could 
be introduced into the animal through a scratch on the 
skin. Death by tetanus was extremely painful. Docking 
caused pain for a short time, but if everything was done 
in a 9 manner the horse soon forgot it. In this 
case he believed the tetanus resulted from the docking. 
Mr. Edyvean said he was astonished at Mr. Rowse’s evi- 
= and could only suggest that his memory was at 

ault. 

Defendant said Mr. Rowse told him to dock the colt. 
He tied a cord round the spill and then cut off the !tail 
at the joint below. No ill results followed the docking, 
and when Mr. Rowse saw the animal it was quiet and 
well. On the seventh day after docking the horse went 
off its feed, and he sent for a veterinary surgeon.—In 
reply to Mr. Edyvean, defendant said he could not swear 
that the tail produced belonged to the dead colt in ques- 
tion. This tail had been cut through the bone, but in 
docking the colt he jointed the tail. He denied stating 
that the horse was never docked. The colt had a little 
wound on one leg, which might have brought about the 
lock-jaw. 

The magistrates discussed the case for some time in 

rivate, and the Mayor said they found that there had 

en cruelty, for which defendant would be fined 10s. 
and costs. They would allow reasonable expenses for the 
witnesses, except the owner of the colt, who was parti- 
ceps criminis in having told the defendant to do the 
work. The costs amounted to £5 7s.—The Western 
Morning News. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 294th meeting was held on Friday, October 19th 
the occasion being the resignation of Professor Hobday 
who has for many years been our esteemed President. 
The Association owes him a deep debt of gratitude for 
the zeal interest, and energy he always evinced in all 
matters connected with it. A hearty vote of thanks was 
acclammation. 

e Association is much to be congratulated o 
acquisition of Professor Woodruff as in new odio 
under whose skilful guidance it is bound to be a 

n ably prepared paper was read by Mr. Olv 

arturient Apoplexy.” The discussion Me then pol 
by Mr. Hopkin. A question of interest arose as to 
whether the separation of the calf from the mother im- 
mediately after birth and the subsequent drawing off of 
milk by hand is in any way conducive or predisposing to 
the disease. One gentleman stated that in his experi- 
- ence of 10 years with a certain dairy in which it was 


always the custom to separate the calf from the mother 
immediately after birth, and the milk being drawn of 
the calf was fed by hand, in no case was this followed by 
parturient apoplexy. 

The diet supplied to these same cows (Shorthorn and 
Kerry) is of some interest : Cake, 2lbs. ; Indian meal, 
1lb. ; sharps, 1]b. ; } basketful of chopped hay ; } basket: 
ful of brewers’ grains. In the summer the cows were 
kept in a week before calving. 

rof. WoopruFF called attention to the similarity of 
parturient apoplexy to a of the horse, 
especially with reference to the conditions producing 
these diseases. 

It may interest London graduates of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons that after a heated and lengthy 
discussion a new law was passed at this meeting giving 
them full rights of membership of the Association, this 
including the right of taking an active part in electing 
officers (!). 

We feel a vote of thanks to bedue to our late hon. see. 
Mr. C. E. Rix, who conducted the business of the Asso- 
ciation during the regretted illness of Mr. John Hobday. 

T. E. Mason, Hon. Se. 


Personal. 


Lonpon BorouGH ELECTIONS. 


Mr. Mutvey is returned for the Royal Hospital Ward, 
Chelsea. 

Mr. T. Corsy, M.R.C.V.S., was elected on the Hack- 
ney Borough Council on November Ist for the Hackney 
Ward. Mr. Corby has represented the same ward on the 
Hackney Vestry for the last 18 years. 


— 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Ist. Life Guards.—Capt. J. Loughlin died of hepatits 
at Wynberg on November 2nd. : 
Veterinary-Captain John Loughlin entered the AVD. 
on July 2nd, 1890, he went out to South Africa with the 
detachment of the Ist. Life Guards as Vet.-Lieut., 40 
had only recently received his promotion. He gradua 
April, 1886, from Edinburgh. 
Oct 5. 


C.V.S. Miller posted to Naauwpoort. 
Steel to Gen. Mahon’s Force at Machadodorp. , 
Batty arrived Port Elizabeth, posted to ng 
V.-Maj. Duff-Gillespie returned to duty off wt 


C.V.S. Bostock posted to Middleburg. | sii Sk 
V.-Lt. Neale (New Zealand) returns with the New a 
land contingent. 
C.V.S. Dunphy posted to Gen. Hunter’s Division 
Inf., vice Neale. Oct. ™ 
C.V.S. Rose to Stellenbosch. ‘ved at 
Watson arrived Port Elizabeth ; Clode arrlv 


Cape Town on ss. “ Templemore ” goes 


to be carried 
the strength 


C.V.S. Hoggan arrived Cape Town on ss. 


If the veterinary duties of the service are 
out in an efficient manner, a large increase 10 
of the Army Veterinary Department wil t home 
made at an early date. There being no ee and 
who can be spared for duty in India, retired 0 “id i 
otbers are being employed in that country. vo bas 
that during the past few months the Field Art pt that 
been nearly doubled, it would have been oo of 
an appreciable increase would have been * is 
department seeing that at the best of times ! 


much‘under officered.— The Western Mornin) News. 
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perusal of Mr. Dollar’s brochure on the apparatus has 
not enlightened me on this question, while, of the two 
extracts from it, quoted by its author in his letter in the 
current issue o The Veterinary Record, one, at least, 
evidently refers, not to the form of apparatus now in use 
beng Mr. Dollar and M. Vinsot, but to an earlier 
model. 

In the preface of Mr. Dollar’s book, M. Vinsot is credi- 
ted with having suggested an apparatus some eight years 
ago. This is the first of the two paragraphs from the 
book, quoted by Mr. Dollar in his letter. 

Now let us examine the book itself. After considerin 
the disadvantages both of casting with hobbles, and o 
operating without casting (p. 1—5) descriptions are given 
(pp. 6—11) of various wooden tables, all of which are 
criticised more or less unfavourably. 

Next (pp. 11—14) comes what is styled by Mr. Dollar 
“The New Apparatus” (early form). This is acknow- 
ledged as the invention of M. Vinsot on page 11, in the 
second of the two paragraphs quoted by Mr. Dollar in 
his letter. This paragraph clearly refers to this “early 
model” and not to the “ new operating table.” 

Mr. Dollar describes the “ early model” as having a 
“rather complicated appearance.” He illustrates and 
explains this “early ” apparatus, and concludes the sec- 
tion of the book dealing with it by stating that “a com- 
pane of this and the succeeding illustration with the 
ater photographs will sufficiently prove how greatly the 
apparatus is now simplified, and how nearly perfect it 
has become in every mechanical detail.” Mr. Dollar 
does not say by whom all this improvement has been 
effected. 

Now (p. 16) we come to the “new operating table.” 
On page 16 the author says “After long thought and 
frequent alteration of models it was determined to make 
the whole machine revolve about a central horizontal 
axis.” Again, Mr. Dollar omits to state by whom this 
change was resolved upon. 

And, in the remaining 26 pages of the book, M. Vinsot 
is only once alluded to, when, on page 31, he is mentioned 
as having made a “brilliant success” in a particular 
operation “with the aid of the machine just de- 
scribed.” 

In the photo of the “new operating table” Mr. Dollar 
alone appears. 

The “cuts of M. Vinsot’s machine” forwarded to 7'he 
Veterinary Record by “ Justitia,” certainly do not repre- 
sent the “early model” for the invention of which Mr. 
Dollar gives M. Vinsot full credit, but do seem “very 
similar” to the “new operating table,” the designer of 
which I cannot ascertain from Mr. Dollar’s book. 

Isympathise with Mr. Dollar as having been subjected 
to that most irritating of all attacks—an anonymous 
one. But would he not best consult his reputation, not 
by such letters as that in the current issue of Zhe 
Veterinary Record, but by clearly stating who is the 
real inventor of the “ new operating table?” At present 
the origin of the apparatus is a mystery, which Mr 
Dollar’s book does nothing to solve. It is true, as he 
says, that he has never claimed the invention as his own, 
but it is also true that he has never indicated any other 
entitled to make that claim.— Yours faithfully, 

W. Rocrer M.R.C.V.S. 

18 Gayton Road, Hampstead, N.W, 

November 5th. 


Sir, 

It may commend itself to you as an easy and graceful 
way of disposing of an opponent to state that he has 
lost his temper, but it would be very much more to the 
point if you would state whether, when you published 
this letter insinuating that I was sailing under false 
colours, you were aware that I had twice mentioned 


00 
OBITUARY. 
AWD () 
Henry Warkrins, M.R.C.V.S., 
wed by , Duart House, Lichfield 
— Graduated, Edin., April, 1078. 
1 meal, We regret extremely to announce the death, at the age. 
basket: of 42 years, of the well-known veterinary surgeon, Mr. 
Ss were G. H. Watkins, who for many years resided in Bore 
Street. The deceased, who was the second son of Mr. 
rity of W, H. Watkins, of Castle Street, Tredegar, was married 
horse, fume to Florencia Desirée, daughter of George Mogridge 
ducing ™ better known in his writings as “Old Humphrey,” and 
~ B® niece of Bishop Twells. He was avery skilful veterinary 
College fue surgeon and his services were in great request over a 
lengthy [ume Wide district. He was for about four years an assistant 
r giving » to Mr. R. P. Cooper, and afterwards practiced in his pro- 
on, thi: Jue fession at Abergavenny. From the last named town he 
electing = returned to Lichfield, fourteen or fifteen years ago. He 
me held the appointments of inspector for the Board of 
10n. se. fe Agriculture and the Staffordshire County Council. The 
1e Asso- fume <leceased had not been in the best of health for about 
Hobday. [ie tvelve months, and about a fortnight ago he suffered 
1. See. = from an attack of asthma and bronchitis and passed 
By away about 1 a.m. on Wednesday Oct. 26th. He was 
interred at the parish church of Bedwellty.—Lichjfield 
Mercury, 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
al Ward, 
e Hack: “NO CASE.” 
Jackney 
d on the § Mr. Dollar does not satisfy my question published in 
® your issue of October 27th, over the signature ‘Justitia.’ 
—_— Am I to understand from the second paragraph of his 
B letter in last week’s Record that he has taken part in 
fe tte improvement of the construction of the Travail- 
, bascule or that he is merely a business partner with 
a = Viosotin any sales of the “ Operating Table ” in English 
hepatitis Speaking countries ? 
me in the copy of his letter to The Harmsworth Maga- 
eAV.D. By 2% in The Record of the 20th ult, he clearly writes, 
with the » ‘eferring to my operating table.” Any person having 
eut., and ; “wep intelligence would conclude from this quotation 
raduated Bt at it was his (Mr, Dollar’) invention; but from the 
in The Record of November 3rd quoted 
Oct 5. el is book on “ An Operating Table for the Horse ” 
odorp. . BB any clas to me to be clear that Mr. Dollar does not lay 
*Pretorit he im to be the inventor. Therefore, if Mr. Dollar does 
sick list baaneor; any claim to taking part in the invention or in 
Oct. § : Travail-be the construction of the table called “ Vinsot’s 
I consider it his duty, if he wish to be 
New should man (and a scientitic man’s idea 
Oct. 10 iustice arrive at and disseminate truth) and in 
jon Mt the rightful inventor, to write to The Harms- 
Oct. 10 bof the ro a and disown the statement of the writer 
tor oe in that Journal on “ An Operating Table 
arrived a has in his that he is the inventor, but simply that he 
Durbat: thet such an apparatus as described 
Oct. |. surgeon © inventor is Monsieur E. Vinsot, a veterinary 
plemore Bfully, Practising at Chartres, France.—Yours faith- 
Oct. 16 Wee Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S. 
h recuse it ma it alters the facts of the case but 
e strengt Wickednegs o -Y enable Mr. Dollar to see the folly and 
ave t0 meVidence, The peotins evil to others without a vestige of 
at howe Mimputation .¢ f violent language hurts no one. The 
on of ima 
fficers Bspect, and when ginary and base motives destroys all 
onside a uthor.—Ep, constantly indulged in must injure its 
tillery 
ht that 
in the we Like « Justitia,” | h 
it is Ve 2° * New Operati at been in doubt as to whether 
News pf Mr. J, W Do able for Horses ” is the invention 


llar, or of M. Vinsot, of Chartres.. A 


Monsieur Vinsot by name, as shown by the paragraphs 
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printed last week. If you were so aware my remarks 
were mild and inadequate, while if you were not it be- 
speaks an almost incredible carelessness considering 
that you had reviewed the book a few weeks before and 
therefore, presumably, knew what was in it. The 
common law of England, which in this case is also 
common-sense, holds a man responsible for the result of 
his actions, and if one of those facetious persons who 

lay with loaded guns pulls the trigger and thereby slays 
his fellow, it is not accepted as a valid excuse that “ he 
didn’t know it was loaded.” 

It is refreshing to be informed that you publish a 
large number of anonymous letters for which you would 
be sorry to be held accountable, though it scarcely seems 
a compliment either to the writers or to the public for 
whom you think such stuff good enough ; but itis noth- 
ing less than astounding to be told that the publication 
of an anonymous letter is not “equivalent to responsi- 
bility by the Editor” (whatever that may mean). 

You wish, I presume, by these words to suggest that 
you are at liberty to publish whatever you like provided 
you affix no name to anything. I will not characterise 
such a view as “too childish for refutation ” because, if 
consistently acted upon, it will one day lead to some 
very serious consequences indeed, but I have the belief, 
strengthened by the perusal uf a good many cases, that 

not only editors but publishers as well are absolutely 
responsible for every word they issue, and that the con- 
tumacious refusal of an editor to furnish the name of a 
libellous correspondent is not always regarded by Her 
Majesty’s judges as a sign of saving grace, but usually 
involves the infliction of a double penalty. This I say 
merely by way of showing the view taken by persons 
whose opinion is generally allowed to carry some weight. 
But ifit is “a ridiculous belief too childish for refuta- 
tion” my best wish is that _~ may never have to utilise 
your well known powers of persuasive eloquence in con- 
verting their Lordships to your side of the question.— 
Yours faithfully, 
Jno. A. W. 
56, New Bond Street, London, W. 
November 5th. 
(The publication of this fatuous letter is not dictated by 
any sense of chivalry, but by the suggestion contained in 
an old adage ‘ Give him-rope enough, etc.” The other 


= on this subject render further remarks unnecessary. 
—Ep). 


Sir, 

In reply to “Justitia” in last week’s issue of Zhe 
Veterinary Record, re operating table for horses. 

In justice to Mr. J. A. W. Dollar may I be permitted 
to inform “Justitia” that Mr. Dollar, with his charac- 
teristic modesty, does not claim the invention to have 
emenated from his acknowledged fertile brain, but dis- 
tinctly states that it was originally invented by a French 
veterinary surgeon named M. Vinsot. 

All that Mr. Dollar does claim is that the apparatus 
has been somewhat modified. We must acknowledge 
our indebtedness to Mr. Dollar for calling our attention 
to so useful, if costly, apparatus.— Yours faithfully, 


JOsEP 
Church Street, Burnley, HOH. Carrer. 


October 29th. 


“HORSE CONSPIRACY CASE” 


Under the above heading i . 
g in the last 
Record I notice a curious statement made by z ay 


surgeon of veterinary 
te Sheffield, re broken wind and roaring in 


He said it was possible for a broken-winded horse to 


. be so drugged and manipulated that one day it might 


mar haaed sound and the next day be bad. Is this 


| Again Mr. Johnson “described how if an animals 
stomach and bowels were emptied and certain drugs ad- 
ministered the effect for 24 hours would be to deceive 
people as to the wind, but he declined on public grounds 
to mention the drug, a refusal quite justifiable in a public 
place.” He was then asked “ will that (the drugging) 
apply to a roarer?” and he replied “ to broken wind and 
roarers.” 

I was aware that broken winded horses can be and are 
“set,” but did not know of any drug or method that 
would do the same for a roarer, and I should be glad if 
any brother practitioner would publish the correct 
method, or perhaps Mr. Johnson would be good enough 
to enlighten me through your pages as to the name, dow 
and modus operandi of the drug he speaks of. 

I am sure it would be of interest, and its publication 
in the pages of a professional journal would not be con- 


sidered de trop. 
M.R.C.VS. 


™ THE SOCIAL STATUS. 


ir 

T admire Mr. Upton’s common-sense remarks on the 
above subject in your last issue. The public gives littl 
attention to status unless supported = the lucre. We 
may rave as much as ever we wish to about our advance 
ment socially, and other pet subjects, but unless we mett 
our bills when due we look small in our creditors’ eyes 
The most of the ‘rot’ preached anent the profession 
dignity emanates from the professors at the Colleges 
the members of the A.V.D., and a few benighted depart: 
mental inspectors who have little else to do than sult 
mon up imaginary grievances between the commence 
ment and the end of the month. If any of these geuls 
were really in want of a few solid grievances let them #0 
out to a few calving or foaling cases with a countty 
colleague, give him ahand at the job, and drive how! 
ten or twelve miles without a shirt ; if they should they 
will have something to remind them for a few days 
the pleasures (?) of veterinary practice. The social statt! 
of the veterinary profession is about as good as It eve 
was or likely to be, and any attempt on a members pat 
to taise it results in making him ludicrous in his clieats 
eyes. Let each member make as muchas he can and be- 
come independent—it is then he has the public in hand— J 
Yours ete., W.BG 


CRITICISM ? 


ir, 

Mr. Hobday has evidently solved the problem of int 
to advertise without putting yourself into the Panes 
the Registration Committee, viz., change YoU?» 
advertise that fact, and write up an old cas q 
Record. The operation he mentions is not oe 
ovaries are always diseased in similar cases, — 
deduction.—Yours, ete., 


James BLAKEWAY 
Stourbridge. 


[We wish to goodness more men would adopt 
of advertising.” Decriptions of surgical cases W 
a clear successful result are always interestiné an " 
tive. Our correspondent’s notion suggests 0 us 3” iD 
bility of the fearful dearth of “ articles and cas 
veterinary literature being due to fear of the Re 
Committee. 
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Communications, Books, AND Papers RECEIVEP 
H.S. Elphick, ©. Crowhurst, A. Chinniah, 
Jno.A.W. Dollar, E.P.Owen, W. M. Scott. tant. 
“Old Obadiah.” Amused.” ‘ Quondam 
| Report by J. A. Gilruth (Div. of Vety. Science 

Lichfield Mercury, The Scotsman. 
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